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Co-educational Excellence
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Welcome
Academic excitement is a key feature of life at
Alleyn’s and we aim to instil in every boy and girl
an appetite for knowledge and an appreciation of
the life of the mind, both intellectual and spiritual.
They leave Alleyn’s as enthusiastic learners,
continuing their studies at some of the leading
universities and specialist centres of higher
education in the UK and around the world.
Our pupils also leave us as kind, caring and
confident young men and women, having
developed a real care and compassion for one
another and the world around them during their
time at Alleyn’s.
Alleyn’s is one of the country’s leading coeducational day schools, where academic
excellence goes hand in hand with an extensive
co-curriculum and the strongest possible pastoral
care. We are a progressive school, built upon a
long and proud heritage in the heart of London.
I am often asked what makes Alleyn’s unique.
There is, undoubtedly, a special buzz about the
School; an indefinable energy and creative spirit
that I believe derives from our unique status
as a caring, contemporary and co-educational
community in a twenty-first century global city.

Choosing the right school is one of life’s most
important decisions. I hope the following pages
will give you a flavour of life at Alleyn’s and
inspire you to come and experience our very
special community for yourself.
Details of how to visit us are on our website,
alongside information on our admissions process
and the financial support we can offer to those
girls and boys who might most benefit.

Dr Gary J. Savage
Headmaster

Co-education
Learning and growing together
At Alleyn’s we believe that boys and girls learn
best when they learn together. Alleyn’s was one
of the first schools of its type to become fully coeducational, in 1976, and it remains a fundamental
characteristic of our community and our ethos.
It is entirely natural for girls and boys to learn and
grow together. Proper co-education, both inside
and outside the classroom, instils in our pupils
a mutual understanding and respect which fully
prepares them for life in a multi-gendered world.

Around 1,000 boys and girls grow up together
through the Senior School, enjoying life to the full
and performing equally superbly at GCSE and
A level.
In the classroom, on the stage and on the field,
our co-educational community - of pupils
and staff - makes for a winning team; and our
increasing number of champion co-educational
sporting squads is a real testament to that fact.
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We
well-being
Happy and Secure
Alleyn’s is a happy school where kindness
matters and where the individual well-being of
every pupil is our top priority.
Pastoral care is at the heart of everything we do.
All our staff members are available to every boy
and girl, and we seek to ensure that every pupil
knows that there are a number of people they
can talk to at School.
Form Tutors and Housemasters are at the heart
of our pastoral care system and make regular
contact with pupils and parents, while each
section of the School has its own Head to oversee
pastoral matters.

Girls and boys also receive support from our
committed in-house Counsellors and Learning
Support specialists, while our School Chaplain
and Assistant Chaplain are available at all times
to our whole community, including parents.
We regularly welcome well-being experts to the
School to help pupils, parents and staff to flourish
even in the face of some of the challenges that
modern life can bring.
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School Life
School Sections and Houses
Pupils join Alleyn’s Senior School in the Lower,
Middle or Upper School Sections. Each of these
has its own distinctive character and a dedicated
sectional head and leadership team who are
devoted to the children in their care.
An integrated network of Forms and Houses
within the School Sections helps to create
positive communities of friends and provides
a fantastic framework for nurturing every
single pupil.

Our House system, was introduced more than 100
years ago and remains an integral part of School
life. Pupils join one of eight Houses in Year 9 in
which they remain until they leave the School.
As boys and girls progress up the School they
become more involved in co-ordinating House
activities such as sporting contests, charity
fundraisers and the biannual House Music
competition, which is always a memorable event.

School Life
Lower School and Middle School
Our Lower School is renowned for its family
atmosphere. Boys and girls join a Form and have
the same Form Tutor, who is the lynchpin of the
pastoral system for Year 7 and Year 8. Where
possible, we try to make sure that there is at least
one familiar face in every new pupil’s class.
A dedicated Lower School building opened in
2018. With spacious classrooms, a useful flexispace and airy atrium, it will provide a purposebuilt home for our Year 7 and Year 8 children into
the future.
The Middle School comprises Year 9, Year 10 and
Year 11. In Year 9 some new pupils join Alleyn’s.

All Middle School pupils will enter into one of the
eight Houses, and will have a Tutor for Year 9 and
a Housemaster, who will be pivotal in their care
between Year 9 and Year 13. In Year 10, pupils are
assigned a new Form Tutor who will guide them
through their GCSE courses until the end of
Year 11.
Parents are encouraged to get to know their
child’s Tutor and Housemaster as soon as
possible in order to play a part in the School
community, support our pastoral care system, and
generally contribute to their child’s school life
throughout these formative years.
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School Life
Upper School (Sixth Form)
Our Upper School students are the leaders of the
pupil body. They help to organise the daily life of
the School and are visible to the younger boys
and girls, who often go to them for advice or
a chat.
Upper School students in Year 12 and Year 13 are
preparing for higher education and taking initial
steps towards an interesting and fulfilling career.
They are organised into Form groups, and work
under the pastoral and academic guidance of a
Tutor as well as their Housemaster.

Girls and boys in the Upper School are given
greater responsibility and independence, and
often contribute to the life of the School and
wider community by mentoring younger pupils,
volunteering or running clubs. They have access
to dedicated university and careers advice, and
enjoy their own Sixth Form Centre, study spaces
and cafe.

12-13

The Alleyn’s Adventure
Learning for life
We aim to produce life-long learners who are
curious, confident, articulate and kind.
We offer a broad curriculum, beginning in the
Lower School where pupils learn core subjects
and a balance of literary, linguistic, scientific,
creative and physical disciplines.
Middle School pupils study 10 subjects in
preparation for the GCSE examinations, and
all must take a Modern Foreign Language. The
GCSE programme is designed to keep as many
avenues open as possible so boys and girls can
develop skills, talents and preferences before
specialisation at A level.

Upper School students can choose from three
main pathways: 4 A level subjects; 3 A level
subjects plus AS Mathematics, Photography
or English Language, a specialist Language
Qualification or Informatics; or 3 A level subjects
plus the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ).

The Alleyn’s Adventure
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Enrichment and - lleyn s Learners'’Programme
Classroom learning is complemented by an
Enrichment programme in the Upper School, and
by the Alleyn’s Learners’ Programme in the Lower
and Middle Schools. These aim to foster a lifelong
love of learning and an appreciation of the life
of the mind. Initiatives such as the Governors’
Research Project Prize and the Headmaster’s
Review Prize allow girls and boys to take the
academic initiative, follow their personal interests
and develop advanced research skills that they
will use at university and beyond.
We continuously develop our visiting speaker
programme, which sees experts from numerous
fields speak at events such as the Edward Alleyn
Lecture, the Alleyn’s Chaplaincy Lecture and the
RV Jones Science Lecture, or more informally
at lunchtime and after-school clubs. Recent
speakers have included historian and broadcaster
Dr Suzannah Lipscomb; neuroscientist Professor

Anil K. Seth; and Chaplain to the Queen and to
the Speaker of the House of Commons, Reverend
Rose Hudson-Wilkin.
Our Science Department alone offers around
80 talks in any one academic year, including a
series by Alleyn’s current Scientist-in-Residence,
consultant anaesthetist and broadcaster Dr
Kevin Fong.
Boys and girls at Alleyn’s also benefit from the
opportunity to participate in a range of day trips
and longer overnight expeditions. They regularly
have the opportunity to visit the theatre, see
shows and tour museums, using London as a
first-hand learning resource. Recent overseas
expeditions have included CERN in Geneva,
Honduras, France’s Opal Coast, Japan and a
sports tour to South Africa.
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The Alleyn’s Adventure
Our extensive co-curriculum
Our extensive co-curricular programme provides
every boy and girl with the opportunity to try
out new things and to find out more about
themselves. It embraces sport, drama, music and
art as well as an amazing range of clubs, societies
and outdoor activities.
In Year 10 pupils can join one of three schemes:
the Combined Cadet Force (CCF), the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award scheme, or our Volunteering
programme.
The CCF is one of our largest co-curricular
activities, with many girls and boys joining the
Army, Royal Air Force or Royal Navy sections.

In addition, we are one of the largest Duke of
Edinburgh centres in the south east, with many
girls and boys enjoying training and challenging
outdoor expeditions in order to progress through
the Bronze, Silver and Gold awards.
Volunteers work in the community, engaging in
a number of rewarding activities such as working
with younger children in local primary schools,
or visiting older people coping with dementia
as part of the ground-breaking Sweet Readers
programme.
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The Alleyn’s Adventure
Clubs and societies
We provide over 200 clubs, societies and
practices every week, with opportunities to try
anything from backgammon, bridge and cookery
to debating and psychology.
This exceptionally wide and diverse offering is
a key part of our commitment to a truly holistic
education that aims to help individuals flourish
through the development of their personal
interests and talents.

Clubs take place before school, at lunchtime, after
school and at weekends, and are open to all boys
and girls.
Pupils are actively encouraged to get involved,
and even to propose and organise new clubs
where they see the opportunity - a recent and
very popular gymnastics club is just one example
of this.

Sport
Inclusion; progression; excellence
We believe that sport should be challenging and
enjoyable for pupils at every level.
Sport is a hugely important part of life at Alleyn’s.
We have a proud sporting heritage and a history
of success, winning titles every year across a
range of disciplines including football, hockey,
netball, cricket, water polo and more.
Our sports programme aims to match exceptional
specialist coaching and provision with a
developmental philosophy for all. Competing on

a sports pitch allows a pupil to develop not only
their skills but also their qualities of leadership,
resilience and a sense of fair play – brilliant
attributes that stay with them long after they
leave Alleyn’s.
A healthy number of Alleyn’s pupils participate
in sports at regional, national, and international
levels. However, we work to inspire all our boys
and girls to love games and sport, regardless of
their starting point.
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Drama and Dance
Life on stage
Alleyn’s has a flourishing drama scene. Our
founder, Edward Alleyn, was one of Renaissance
England’s finest actors, so it is little surprise that
drama is a huge part of co-curricular life here.
Each year there are at least three major drama
productions, with performances drawing acclaim
from visiting West End critics. Recent years have
seen a gender-fluid performance of Julius Caesar,
a captivating re-telling of Wind in the Willows,
and a witty, ‘mockumentary-style’ presentation of
Morning Break.
Middle and Upper School students can also get
involved with our more experimental group, the
‘Bear Pit’, which performs annually at the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe with a devised piece
of theatre.

Dance also goes from strength to strength at
Alleyn’s and the standard of choreography from
our young dancers, both male and female, is
incredibly high. Our annual Dance Show recently
featured a full company of over 100 performers
from across the year groups, and our boys and
girls have also performed in the West End and at
the O2 Arena.
Budding technical crew, thespians, dancers and
musicians alike ply their trades at the MCT, a
fantastic 350-seat professional theatre in the
heart of the School.

Music
Hitting the high Notes
Our Music School is a vibrant musical hub, with
recital and rehearsal rooms, a purpose-built
music technology suite and a Sixth Form
listening room. Over 500 individual lessons are
taught and more than 40 groups rehearse each
and every week.
There are numerous performances throughout
the year, both formal and informal, including
regular Friday lunchtime concerts and the
biannual House Music competition. The annual
orchestral and choral concert at St. John’s Smith
Square in Westminster is a highlight, as are other
events such as the Jazz Night at the Hideaway
in Streatham, and, for our wind and string
players, ‘A Lot of Hot Air and a Bit of a Scrape’,
performed around the atrium of the Edward
Alleyn Building.

Alleyn’s musicians have also been fortunate to
tour and perform in Tuscany, Rome, Paris and
Barcelona in recent years, and our choristers have
performed Evensong at St Paul’s Cathedral and
St Peter’s College, Oxford.
The Alleyn’s International Concert Series
brings professional musicians and ensembles
to the School, where they provide daytime
masterclasses to our boys and girls before giving
an evening performance.
Musical opportunities comprise a broad
range of ensembles and choirs, and extend to
organisations like the National Youth Orchestra
and London Schools Symphony Orchestra. A
significant number of advanced pupils attend
junior conservatoires, such as the Royal Academy
of Music and Trinity Laban.
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Art, Design and Media
Creative minds
Creativity is cherished and well-supported at
Alleyn’s, with our annual Summer Art, Design and
Media Show superbly showcasing the talents of
our girls and boys across an increasing breadth
of media.
From traditional fine art to the powerful use of
film, photography and installation, pupils’ work is
eye-catching, lively and challenging. A selection
of this creative work, crafted in dedicated art
studios, takes pride of place in many public
spaces around the School.

We

building futures
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First Class Facilities
Building futures
Our School is an inspiring sight, sitting in nearly
30 acres of green, open space in the heart of
Dulwich. This tranquil setting is the perfect
environment for boys and girls to learn and grow
together at their own pace, especially as it lies
such a short distance from central London and all
of the exciting opportunities for learning that the
capital has to offer.
We enjoy well-equipped specialist facilities
including the recently opened RV Jones Science
Building, which features modern laboratories,
a rooftop observatory and cloud chamber. The
School also provides a well-stocked library, fullyequipped design and technology workshops,
state-of-the-art food and nutrition kitchens and
language laboratories.

Pupils also have access to enviable facilities to
help bring out their sporting best. There is an
athletics track, floodlit all-weather pitch, cricket
pitches and pavilion, with the extensive fields
lending themselves to football, rounders and
games all year round. The site also includes
tennis, basketball, hockey and netball courts. Last
but not least, our 25-metre recently refurbished
swimming pool is fitted with an Olympic timing
system and also features special adaptations for
water polo.

Community and Partnership
Reaching out
At Alleyn’s we aim to help our boys and girls
develop into young men and women who care
about others and about their world. We provide
a range of opportunities to engage in community
and outreach activities, and our pupils and staff
embrace these enthusiastically.
Many of our pupils enjoy participating in projects
to support others in the locality. Saturday Maths
sees our Year 11 pupils mentor Year 5 pupils
from local primary schools, and Year 12 students
volunteer as part of our Primary School Outreach
teaching programme.
At Fun Fizz, they work with children and young
people with special needs. At Elm Talk, they
listen and chat with the elderly residents of Elm
House in East Dulwich.

More recently, Alleyn’s became the first UK school
to participate in Sweet Readers, an inspiring and
challenging project where pupils are specially
trained to interact with elderly people living
with dementia.
We are a co-sponsor of the London Academy
of Excellence in Tottenham, and a member of
both the Schools Together initiative and the
Southwark Schools Learning Partnership. All of
these collaborations see state and independent
schools working together to share best practice
and support one another and our pupils.
Alleyn’s maintains links with a number of local
schools and organisations, and where possible
we gladly share the use of our facilities. Each
academic year we provide around 450 hours of
access to local schools, creating opportunities for
some 2,500 children.
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Moving Forward
V

V

- lways - lleyn 's
Academic success is important at Alleyn’s, but
it is always understood as part of the holistic
development of every pupil. We want our boys
and girls to grow into well-rounded individuals
with a sense of community and responsibility as
well as a life-long passion for learning.
The majority of our leavers each year go on to
top universities and specialist centres of learning
in the UK, while others journey overseas to
prestigious universities in Europe and America.
We have a notable list of high-achieving alumni
from a diverse range of professions, including
renowned TV producer Nell Butler; scientist
and intelligence expert Professor RV Jones;
Oscar-winning director Orlando von Einsiedel;
Oscar-winning composer Ben Wallfisch; pop icon
Florence Welch of Florence and the Machine;

and the Rt Hon The Lord Kakkar PC, Professor
of Surgery at University College London
and Chairman of the Judicial Appointments
Commission.
Whatever their chosen path, our alumni remain
valued members of the Alleyn’s community.
They receive regular updates from the School
via the Alumni and Development team, including
a biannual newsletter and invitations to year
group reunions, bespoke networking events and
important fundraising activities.
Alumni automatically become members of the
Edward Alleyn Club, which hosts a wellattended Annual Dinner and operates many
different sports clubs from its base in Burbage
Road, Dulwich.

Further Information
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Learn more about - lleyn's
We very much hope that this prospectus has given you a flavour of life at Alleyn’s.
If you would like to find out more about us, you can visit our website or contact our
friendly Admissions Team.
T: 020 8557 1500

E: registrar@alleyns.org.uk

Please come along to one of our Open Events, detailed within the admissions
section of our website, to experience our School at first hand.
We offer means-tested bursaries for bright children whose families may not
otherwise be able to afford an Alleyn’s education. A registration fee waiver is also
available for those who qualify for pupil premium.
W: www.alleyns.org.uk
Townley Road, Dulwich, London SE22 8SU
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Alleyn’s Co-educational Vision
Alleyn’s is a happy and successful, co-educational, academically selective, independent
London day school.
As we look forward in the twenty-first century, we reaffirm our commitment to the following:
1.

2.

Nurturing holistic excellence for all, developing
and a lifelong love of learning;

pupils and staff to make a difference;

Promoting well-being in a kind, caring and safe

Offering opportunities, both inside and outside
the classroom, to develop skills, insight, empathy,
creativity, leadership and teamwork;

4.

Building positive local, national and international
partnerships and providing opportunities for our

environment where every individual can flourish;
3.

5.

curiosity, reflection, determination, independence

Valuing diversity in welcoming to the Alleyn’s
community people of different backgrounds and
beliefs;

6.

Cherishing our community of pupils, parents,
staff and alumni, and honouring our continuing
commitment to Edward Alleyn’s charitable
foundation of ‘God’s Gift’.

Alleyn’s School is a charitable company registered in England and Wales
with registered charity number 1161864 and company number 09401357.

Registered office: Townley Road, Dulwich, London, SE22 8SU

Telephone: 020 8557 1500

