
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Edward Alleyn Club 

Held on Tuesday 12TH November, 2019 in the Clubhouse at 8.00P.M. 

In attendance: Lizzy Frost (Deputy President), Paul Barber (Chairman), Andy 

Skinnard (Representing the Headmaster), David Hankin (Joint Hon.Secretary),  

John Dunley (Vice Chairman), Chris Heayberd (Treasurer),  

James Freeman (Clubhouse Manager), Ros Archer (Alumni), Jim Bridgeman,  

Neil French, Sue Lane, Liz Livingstone, Dennis Lomas, Graham Swann, Oli Watkins and 

Peter Yetzes. 

1. Apologies for Absence had been received from Lord Ajay Kakkar (President),  

Dr. Gary Savage (Headmaster), John Battle, Stephen Born (Bursar), Sue Lane, 

Jason Peck, Colin Appleby, Ali Edney, Catherine Foster (née Clark), Nigel Godfrey, 

Robert Holden, Timothy Inge, Mick Walker (Treasurer of the Alleyn Benevolent 

Fund), John Williams and Norman Wilson. 

 

The Meeting remembered, in a moment’s silence, Vice President Brian Humber and 

all other members, who had died during the past year. 

Brian’s Commemoration Afternoon Tea would take place at the Sussex County 

Cricket Ground, Hove, on 29th November.  

2. The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting, held on 12TH November 

2018 were presented by the Chairman, agreed by the Meeting and signed by the 

Deputy President. 

3.  Matters arising  

a. Archives – At the previous year’s A.G.M., Robert Holden had explained that a 

safe space needed to be identified for the Archives and had suggested that the 

Club should press the School for this. 

PY explained that the provision of an Archive space was included within the 

plans for a new Sixth Form Centre, the timing for which was dependent on 

funds being available. AS added that it had also been impacted by the move up 

the plans for development of the Science Block and new Lower School. 

Concern was expressed about the current site of the Archives from a risk 

perspective and AS acknowledged that the School Archivist and Hon. Archivist 

were doing great work in trying circumstances, particularly where the Archives 

were an important part of the 400th Anniversary celebrations. 

NF noted that the archivists found themselves dealing with a lot of enquiries 

from former pupils. 

He explained, too, that, until the Archives were digitised, it would not be 

possible to move them off-site and, indeed, that the concept for the future was 

for them to be more integrated with the School. 

PY acknowledged that there were some problems here and undertook to 

explore possible interim solutions.   

b. NF agreed to report back to the Management Board with the estimated cost of 

restoring the School’s Boer War memorial plaque. 



4. The Annual Report of the Management Board was presented by the 

Chairman (and is attached here): 

1. Future Spending – Further to the spend incurred in the previous year as a 

contribution towards the Drainage Project at Burbage Road, the Chairman 

confirmed that the Management Board would continue to spend central funds 

in the right way and was committed to looking to extend expenditure to help 

facilitate and support events outside London. 

2. Thanks – Significant thanks were due to Ros Archer, Development and Alumni 

Officer, for her considerable work on events, such as the Annual Dinner and the 

Big Reunion, and in pulling together the Magazine and cajoling AOBG’s to 

contribute. The Management Board have agreed that several of these events 

will be funded by the Club to the benefit of members. The programme will be 

posted on the website.  

3. General Data Protection Regulation – DH reported that he and John Battle had 

met with SB on two occasions and were in the process of preparing a Data 

Sharing Agreement with the School, which would enable Management Board 

members to gain access to basic correspondence details for its Life Members.  

The Club had its own entry on the Data Protection Register. 

4. Tennis – EL reported that the past year had been a successful one with the 

Club reinvigorated by the new coaching team, led by Head Coach Jason 

Liasides, and the Junior Section meeting at Burbage Road each weekday 

evening.  

The Club was, also, looking forward to the resurfacing of the courts, which was 

much-needed.  The moss had been treated but this might need to take place 

again in the short term. 

 The report was discussed in some detail and approved by the meeting. 

5. 1. CH presented the Accounts of the Club for the Year ended  

     31st July 2019. 

• CH thanked Richard Foster AOB for his work as the Club’s independent 

reviewer of the accounts, who was stepping down.  He would be seeking to 

find someone to take on the role. 

• The Club’s most significant area of income was from the School with 

respect to the year 13 and 11 leavers each year and CH placed on record 

his appreciation of the support the School provided. 

• The 200 Club membership at year-end stood at 194.  New members were 

being sought. 

• Magazine costs were largely the same as those of the previous year and 

thanks were due to JD for publishing and distributing the Magazine and RA 

for editing it. 

• In the previous year, the Club had contributed £30,000 to the School for 

the Drainage Project , with a further £10,000 contributed by the Cricket 

and Football Sections. 

No such expenditure had occurred in the year to 31st July 2019 and the 

Club’s reserves had recovered to £118k. 

 



NF queried why the Club had felt it appropriate to support the School’s 

expenditure on the Burbage Road facilities. 

CH responded that, whilst the Club’s agreement with the School was that the 

School would cover the costs of maintaining the facilities, where a situation, 

such as a specific project arose, the Management Board would look at it, with a 

view to providing assistance to enable it to be taken forward. 

JD noted, additionally, that both the Cricket and Football Sections had, now, 

agreed to pay an annual “subscription amount” to the School. 

PB added that the Club had, also, offered to fund the appointment of an intern 

to the Alumni Office. 

The accounts were passed unanimously. 

2. In the absence of M.Walker, CH presented the Accounts of the Alleyn 

Benevolent Fund 

• The Accounts to 31st July 2018 had been reviewed by Jason Peck and filed 

with the Charity Commission. 

• The Accounts to 31st July 2019 were presented to the meeting. 

• The main purpose of the Fund remained to pay the Fenner and Incledon 

Bursaries, each over a two year term covering ⅓ fees for pupil beneficiaries, 

who would, without this support, be unable to remain in the Sixth Form. 

• The Club’s increased support to the Fund, comprising 20% of the Life 

Subscriptions received annually from the School, would continue through 

until 2022. 

The accounts were passed unanimously. 

6. Election of Officers of the Club for the year 2019-20. 

The following were proposed, seconded and duly elected to the offices shown. 

i) The Presidency 
President    Lizzie Frost 
Deputy President   Peter Yetzes 

 
ii)  The Management Board 
 Chairman    Paul Barber 
 Vice Chairman    John Dunley 
 Hon. Treasurer   Chris Heayberd 
 Hon. Secretaries   David Hankin and Mike Jones 

Board Members  John Battle (Events Liaison), Nell Butler 
Sue Lane and Lisa Pavlovsky and  

 Clubhouse General Manager  James Freeman 
Development, Alumni Relations Stephanie Macmillan 
and Hon. Editor   Ros Archer 
Facilities Management   Oli Watkins 
 
Chair (or representative of): 
Alleyns & Honor Oak Cricket Club Paul Cohen/Jim Bridgeman 
Alleyn Old Boys’ FC   Jason Peck/Max Waters 
Edward Alleyn Tennis Club  Liz Livingstone 
Edward Alleyn Golf Society  Dennis Lomas 



 
7. Election to Other Roles for the year 2019-20. 

The following were proposed, seconded and duly elected to the offices shown. 

i) Membership Secretary 
This role is covered by the Development and Alumni Office at the School.  

 
Dinner Committee 
The President, David Hankin, Stephanie Macmillan, Ros Archer and co-opted 
members as required. 

 
Hon. Archivist    Neil French 
200 Club Treasurer   Chris Heayberd 

 
ii) Hon. Treasurer of the Alleyn Benevolent Fund:   Mick Walker 

  It was noted that the Fund’s Trustees were: 
Richard Halladay (Headmaster’s representative), Neil French,  
Chris Heayberd (Chair), Ginny Johnson (nominated by the APA),  
Mike Jones (Hon. Secretary), Dennis Lomas, Chris Nelson  
and Mick Walker (Hon. Treasurer). 

 
iii) Election of Vice-Presidents. 

In his absence, DH thanked our retiring President, Ajay Kakkar, for his 
commitment and valuable counsel to the Club throughout the year and, 
especially, for sponsoring the forthcoming 400th Anniversary Annual Dinner at 
the House of lord’s  had carried out this year.  
Ajay was duly proposed, seconded and unanimously elected a Vice President of 
the Club. 

 
iv)  Sports Sub-Committee 

Terms of Reference were in the process of being finalised. 
 It was envisaged that this Sub-Committee would meet quarterly or more 

frequently, as required, and would comprise representatives of the School and 
of the Sections playing sport at Burbage Road. 

 
v) Hon. Reviewer: Richard Foster was standing down and, as reported, CH would 

be seeking a qualified accountant to take on the role. 
 
7. School Business 
 

Andy Skinnard (representing the Headmaster) noted, amongst other things, that 

• The School had been delighted to welcome so many former pupils to events 
during the 400th Anniversary Year – the Service at Westminster Abbey, the Big 
Reunion, Patently Alleyn’s (where members present remarked that the 
fireworks had been some of the best they had ever seen) and the All@Alleyn’s 
lectures, which had taken place throughout the year. 

• Two girls 7-a-side soccer teams had reached the recent ISFA finals and the U15 
team had been crowned champions. 

8. Dates for the 2020 Annual Dinner and AGM. 

AGM:  Tuesday, 10th November 
Annual Dinner: Saturday, 14th November, at the School 



 
9. Announcements and votes of thanks 

i) Robert Holden had retired as Hon. Asst. Archivist.   
He had been a great help to NF and invaluable in always being available to 
support him at events. 
The meeting recoded a vote of thanks to Robert. 

LF declared the meeting closed. 

 

 
 
 
David Hankin 
Joint Hon. Secretary 



APPENDIX TO THE MINUTES OF THE EDWARD ALLEYN CLUB A.G.M. – 12/11/2019 

Report of the Chairman to the AGM 

12th November 2019 

Undoubtedly the highlight of the summer was the Big Reunion, an event put on especially for 

alumni to celebrate the 400th Anniversary celebrations. A thought-provoking and celebratory 

Chapel service, was followed by an opportunity to mingle in ten year leaver groups – some 

more dominated by a particular year than others but all mingling noisily – where old friends 

caught up on decades of news! In the middle of the day, there was an equally boisterous lunch 

in the Dining Hall and plenty of time to take in tours of the School and see the activities around 

the grounds.  Significant numbers gravitated to the Dog in Dulwich Village or the Clubhouse in 

Burbage Road afterwards, continuing to catch up and to remind themselves of old memories. 

A great day, all in all, and thanks to the Alumni & Development, Events and Holroyd Howe 

teams for their hard work in making it possible! 

On a more prosaic level, the Club continues to do well in all its activities. The Cricket and 

Tennis Sports Sections have had very good summer seasons , the latter boosted by the new 

coaching staff who are working hard with members and helping to bring new people into the 

Burbage Road courts community.  And, overall, Football have had a good start to their season. 

However, the second part of the year was also marked by significant issues in the management 

of the grounds at Burbage Road. A number of people worked very hard to get the right surface 

and nurturing of the pitches. Given the change in grounds staff at the beginning of the cricket 

season, and the subsequent challenges for the knitting together of the grass cover in the first 

year after the new drainage was installed, the difficulties were frequent. The School have 

recognised that the support and actions were not satisfactory and it was very helpful to hear 

from them and to accept the apologies that they gave. Most recently, the leylandii hedge 

which bordered the tennis courts on the viaduct side has now been removed to stop any 

further root damage to the courts. We will be working with the School to establish next steps 

for this facility.  

As a part of this AGM, we will be proposing that a Sports Sub Committee is set up, with reps 

from the Club and the School. A draft Terms of Reference has been created and these will be 

the guiding principles that are used to kick off the initiative. The SSC will meet, agree on 

initiatives and resolve any challenges, and report back to the EAC MB on progress, issues and 

potential solutions.  

In September there was a new event for the Club which was a sponsored visit to the Globe 

theatre on the anniversary of Edward Alleyn’s birthday. This is part of the Management 

Board’s drive to establish more, new and exciting activities away from Burbage Road and to 

reach out to members in areas other than sports.  As we reflect on this initiative and others in 

our planning, we would be delighted to hear from anyone who has a particular idea that they 

would like the Club to consider sponsoring. I commend the ideas and work that John is doing 

to lead our support of an expanded and sponsored Club programme. We know that we would 

like to make this work for many more alumni. 



Under the stewardship of Chris Heayberd, the Club finances remain healthy and stable. The 

investment the Club made, together with the School, in re-doing the drainage at Burbage 

Road, continues to be a focus as we seek to maximise the benefit from year two onwards. 

As we enter the Autumn and Winter, we have looked forward to our AGM on 12th November, 

with Lizzie Frost becoming our President for 2019-2020, and to our Annual Dinner which will 

be hosted by Lord Kakkar at the House of Lords. This latter event, although catered by the HoL 

team, has turned out to be a large organisational challenge and thanks go to David Hankin, 

John Dunley and Chris Heayberd for their support and work on the event. The biggest thanks, 

though, go to Ros Archer of the School Alumni team who has thought  through many of the 

issues, and cajoled decisions and planning out of all of the Dinner Committee and the HoL 

themselves. 

Finally, a huge  thank you, once again, to the members of the Management Board and to the 

School reps who work hard all year to support the Club and its activities. 

Paul Barber 

November 2019 

 


