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The summary information provided in this publication is accurate at the time of production in November 2019. 
Visit our School website at www.alleyns.org.uk for further details and the most up-to-date information. 
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William Bright Morris,  
Edward Alleyn.  
Dulwich Picture Gallery, London. 

Our Founder, Edward Alleyn, wanted to make a lasting difference 
to the lives of others in his community. His generosity and vision 
created a legacy that, hundreds of years later, continues to benefit 
organisations and individuals from different generations and 
backgrounds across South-East London. 

As we honour our continuing commitment to Alleyn’s charitable 
foundation, it seems fitting that we also welcome readers to this 
new summary of our work in the community. 

We hope that you will enjoy reading about our local, national and 
global partnerships, and about our commitment to promoting 
educational access and to sharing educational expertise. 

You will also learn about our drive for sustainability; and discover 
the community projects in which our Junior and Senior School 
pupils and staff participate each year.

Our Founder would expect us to make a positive difference to the 
world around us, and we are passionate about doing so as part of 
our educational and charitable mission. 

Dr Gary Savage 
Headmaster

Welcome
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bout lleyn's

The year Edward Alleyn 
founded his College of God’s 

Gift in Dulwich
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At Alleyn’s School, we trace our origins 
directly back four hundred years, to 
Edward Alleyn’s foundation of the College 
of God’s Gift in 1619. 

Alleyn was one of most successful actors 
in the golden age of English theatre, as 
well as being Master of the Royal Game of 
Bears, Bulls and Mastiff Dogs, and a regular 
performer of Masques for the Court – and 
its occasional envoy.

In 1605 Alleyn purchased the Manor of 
Dulwich, and by 1613 he had reached the 
decision to found a school for twelve 
poor scholars, an almshouse for six poor 
brothers and six poor sisters, and a chapel 
to serve their spiritual needs.

Today’s Alleyn’s School is a direct 
descendant of the original Foundation of 

1619. In 1887, we moved to our current  
site on Townley Road, and became fully  
co-educational in 1976. While we have 
known several incarnations over the  
years, including that of a direct grant 
grammar school between 1957 and 1975, 
we have maintained a strong sense of 
community – and our responsibilities  
within it – throughout.

We make clear to all our pupils that it is an 
important part of our ethos to be caring 
and good citizens in our local communities, 
and we encourage them to make a positive 
difference wherever and whenever they 
can. With their support, and that of our 
teaching and support staff, our community 
and partnership work has grown in both 
breadth and depth over time.

1.     Nurturing holistic excellence for all, developing 
curiosity, reflection, determination, independence and a 
lifelong love of learning;

2.    Promoting well-being in a kind, caring and safe 
environment where every individual can flourish;

3.    Offering opportunities, both inside and outside the 
classroom, to develop skills, insight, empathy, creativity, 
leadership and teamwork;

4.    Valuing diversity in welcoming to the Alleyn’s 
community people of different backgrounds and beliefs;

5.    Building positive local, national and international 
partnerships and providing opportunities for our pupils 
and staff to make a difference;

6.    Cherishing our community of pupils, parents, staff and 
alumni, and honouring our continuing commitment to 
Edward Alleyn’s charitable foundation of ‘God’s Gift’.

Our Journey 
and Vision

As we look forward in the twenty-first century, we reaffirm our commitment to our co-educational vision.
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At Alleyn’s we participate in a wide range of collaborations and community projects, as 
shown in this overview. These activities, and many others, are summarised on the Schools 
Together website (www.schoolstogether.org) which highlights partnerships that exist 
between independent schools and state schools or community groups.
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For many years, Alleyn’s made its facilities 
available to the public on a relatively 
informal basis. 

In 2009, the School established a 
dedicated body to oversee the use of 
its estates and buildings, with the aim of 
widening the opportunities for sharing 
its facilities with schools and community 
groups across Southwark and beyond. 

Since that time the level of interest 
from the public, and the programme we 
have put in place to meet it, have both 
developed significantly. 

We provide nearly one and a half thousand  
hours of access to our facilities each 
academic year, with a large proportion 
of that provided to local state schools. 
Similarly, we regularly make our fields 
and pitches, swimming pool, sports hall, 
pavilion and tennis courts available to the 
community; as well as our conference and 
music facilities and our dedicated 350-seat 
theatre, The MCT.  

We are delighted to continue to welcome 
a variety of visitors to our site, including 
local youth and charity groups, local 
primary schools accessing the Forest 

School area, hosting weekly PE lessons or 
enjoying sports day on our fields, primary 
and secondary school pupils as well as the 
Dulwich Youth Orchestra performing on 
the MCT stage. 

The 5th Camberwell Beavers have used 
our science classrooms, swimming pool 
and sports field as a base for various 
pursuits. Mini-football pitches are made 
available from January to March to the 
Lambeth & Southwark Primary Schools 
Football League’s 9-a-side competition. 
We also provide weekly access to the 
School pool for a swimmer and her coach 
to prepare for competitive Para swimming.

We remain committed to expanding 
the ways in which the community can 
benefit from our resources and facilities, 
either without charge or at a significantly 
reduced rate. For instance, our Junior 
School regularly donates drama resources 
such as costumes – and sometimes even a 
stage set - to local schools without ready 
access to such facilities.

Sharing our 
School Facilities

“ I would just like to thank your swimming staff for the excellent teaching that 
they provided our pupils last week. Many of our children could not swim one 
stroke, and by the end of the week they felt massively more confident in 
the water. Your staff were fantastic, and the experience had a very positive 
impact.” 

Heber School
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Alleyn’s School’s history is firmly rooted 
in South-East London, and during our 
tenure we have developed strong ties to 
groups based here in Dulwich and in the 
surrounding areas. 

Today, that tradition remains strong as we 
nurture our existing local links while also 
growing our partnership networks across 
London and the wider world. 

We encourage all our pupils to contribute 
to these important connections in some 
way; from our Junior School Chamber 
Choir singing for senior groups and 
primary schools coming in to enjoy the 
Junior School panto, right up to our  
Year 13 students mentoring primary  
school age children.

Our Local Partnerships
 Staff and pupils engage in a range of 
partnership, volunteering and outreach 
activities in the local area and beyond.
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The current residents of the Almshouse 
follow in the footsteps of the first ‘twelve 
poor brothers and sisters’ who benefited 
from Edward Alleyn’s bequest in the 1600s. 

The Almhouse is a fundamental part 
of our Foundation, and our School 
community highly values the relationship 
we have with it and its elderly residents. 
Our pupils very much enjoy meeting the 
residents (and vice-versa!) and getting to 
know them; notably as part of a special 
intergenerational project run by The 
Dulwich Estate.

Residents are regularly invited to attend 
music concerts, drama performances and 
lectures at Alleyn’s, and to enjoy music 
rehearsals at Christ’s Chapel in the heart of 
Dulwich Village. 

Dulwich lmshouses
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Pupils in our Middle and Upper Schools often choose to participate 
in our well-established community-based volunteering scheme, 
giving their time to at least two of four projects during the course 
of an academic year.

As part of Junior Saints, Alleyn’s students act as mentors to pupils 
at Heber Primary School in East Dulwich and Rosendale Primary 
School in West Dulwich. They play with the children and support 
them with numeracy, literacy, and arts and crafts, as well as taking 
up classroom assistant roles on Field Day.

Watergate School is Lewisham’s primary special school for children 
who have severe learning difficulties. At Watergate, Alleyn’s pupils 
help to deliver the long-running Fun Fizz initiative which provides 
physical activities as part of the school’s wider aim to support the 
children in developing their full potential.

Upper School students are involved with our Senior Saints efforts 
in different ways. As part of the Computing Skills strand, Year 
12 and 13 students help elderly people to gain online skills and 
increase their confidence in using modern technology.

Another Senior Saints strand is set at nearby residential care home 
The Elms, where students spend quality time listening to elderly 
residents with physical or mental frailties.

Volunteering Projects
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In 2016 Alleyn’s embarked upon a 
groundbreaking intergenerational 
project working with elderly sufferers of 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

As part of this life-changing scheme, 
Lower School pupils partner with elderly 
people in an intimate group setting at a 
local care home. Under careful supervision, 
partners meet weekly over a period of 
time and explore arts and crafts as they 
get to know each other. The project is 
a wonderful success, providing hours 
of positive interaction for the senior 
participants as well as powerful learning 
experiences for our pupils.

Working with lzheimer's

“ Every week, our pupils are literally 
‘buzzing’ and wanting to share what  
they have learned about their elderly 
partner with our team.”

Alleyn’s Head of Outreach
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“ One of the best things about the Saturday Maths Scheme 
is that all of the kids really love maths. It is the best feeling 
to see a 10 year-old excited about algebra, or celebrating 
when they nail negative numbers: something which they 
won’t learn in school for at least a year.”

Meg, Alleyn’s Saturday Maths volunteer

Under the Southwark Community 
Education Charity’s Saturday Maths banner 
our staff and pupils come together to work 
with children from twelve local primary 
schools to develop their mathematics skills. 

This is a well-established scheme at 
Alleyn’s and part of the wider Southwark 
Community Education Charity of which 
the Headmaster is a trustee and Vice 
Chair. We are always delighted with the 
large numbers of our Year 11 pupils who 
regularly give up their Saturday mornings 
in order to help deliver it. 

Acting as mentors, our pupils work 
one-on-one with individuals as well as 
with small groups of the Year 5 children 
involved. Each week, they explore maths 
challenges in order to nurture promising 
mathematical ability and enthusiasm in the 
children. 

Saturday Maths
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Our Primary Outreach programme is an innovative scheme which 
has developed rapidly over the last four years.  Many Year 12 
students take part in the programme which involves devising and 
delivering a five-week scheme of work at our partner schools.

We tailor-make each project to each school’s needs to make this 
a truly worthwhile and beneficial partnership, whilst our Year 12 
students say it is often the highlight of their week and challenges 
them to teach and learn in a completely new way – a true 
partnership with equal, mutual benefits. We offer seven different 
subjects to eight partner primaries (Animation, Art, Dance, Drama, 
Music, Science and Sport) designed deliberately to help schools 
where teachers may not have specialist training in these areas.

Year 12 students also participate in the ‘Rhythm for Reading’ 
scheme which involves the mentoring of underachieving primary 
school pupils and teaching music in an unconventional way to 
improve their literary and fluency. On average, pupils make nine 
months of progress in their reading skills after just five weeks of 
this programme. We collaborate with Dr Marion Long, the founder 
of this scheme, to visit one of our partner primary schools every 
week and provide support to the most vulnerable readers.

We are delighted that our Primary Outreach Programme reached 
the final of ‘The Goldsmith’s Award’ in 2019, designed to recognise 
outstanding outreach within schools.

Primary School Outreach

“ Participating in Outreach in both drama and dance has 
been a formative experience requiring kindness, empathy, 
independence, adaptation and creativity. Helping Year 4 and 5 
children was challenging, but so rewarding, and gave me first-
hand experience of teaching. Seeing the children excited to 
spend time with us each week and the feeling of accomplishment 
at the end of the course was something I felt fortunate to be a 
part of.” 

Alleyn’s Year 12 student 
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As a School we are committed to encouraging our pupils to 
be caring, thoughtful and outward looking, and we believe in 
supporting charities as part of that commitment and in order to 
make a positive difference in the world.

At any given time, Alleyn's supports two major charities, one local 
and one international. Each School House additionally chooses its 
own charity to follow each year.

Our Charity Committee, made up of pupils and led by a member 
of staff, organise fun events and display a “Charity Barometer" to 
track the funds raised; often many thousands of pounds each year.

Similarly, Alleyn’s Junior School pupils, along with parents in the 
Alleyn’s Junior School Association, support one chosen School 
charity, raise money for other local and national charities, donate 
books and contribute to foodbank collections and other appeals.

By the same token, the Alleyn’s Parents’ Association in the Senior 
School raises monies each year for local charities including Link 
Age Southwark and for some of our international partners around 
the world.

School Charities
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In addition to our UK-based relationships, we enjoy partnerships 
with schools across the wider world. 

In Johannesburg, South Africa, we work with and fundraise for 
The Sparrow Schools Foundation, an organisation that provides 
an education for disadvantaged children. Pupils from Alleyn’s 
visit the school while on a sports tour of the country, and Alleyn’s 
has hosted teachers from Sparrow as part of their continuing 
profession development. There are plans for Alleyn’s teachers to 
visit Sparrow too within the academic year.

In Malawi we have been delighted – through the efforts of the 
Alleyn’s Parents’ Association - to contribute to the building of a 
new classroom block at Ganet’s Adventure School.

Our newest partnership is with Methodist Girls’ High School in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone. We have donated IT equipment to the 
school and an Alleyn’s staff member spent time training teachers 
and pupils there. Pupils in Freetown use the equipment to make 
and exchange podcasts about life with our Lower School pupils.

Global Partnerships
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In addition to participating in individual 
community projects in the local area, 
Alleyn’s is also a member of several 
broader educational partnerships. These 
strive to explore, develop and exchange 
best practice, resources and opportunities 
amongst partner independent and state 
schools in the local area and across London.

Educational  
Excellence for ll
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The London Academy of Excellence Tottenham (LAET) is an 
academically selective free school for 16 to 19-year old students 
that opened in September 2017.  

Co-sponsored by Tottenham Hotspur Football Club and Highgate 
School, LAET is supported by several leading independent schools, 
including Alleyn’s. 

As part of our role, we provide ongoing educational support and 
interaction in various guises, and our team provided research, 
reports and recommendations to help shape the school during its 
formative phase. 

More recently, a member of the Alleyn’s teaching staff has been 
seconded to teach Biology at LAET, and our teachers regularly 
deliver guest lessons and lectures on a wide range of topics. 

Students at Alleyn’s and LAET have regular opportunities to visit 
each other and to participate in joint lessons, attend lectures by 
external speakers and to sign-up for shared educational visits.

London cademy  
of Excellence 

“ I am delighted that Alleyn’s is a 
partner of the London Academy 
of Excellence Tottenham. The 
venture will provide many fantastic 
opportunities for all parties 
involved - students and partners 
alike - to contribute, participate 
and collaborate, building on values 
of partnership and community.”

Dr Savage, Headmaster
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The Southwark Schools Learning Partnership, or SSLP, is a 
consortium of schools from both the state and independent 
schools, which share, in the SSLP’s own words: 

“ A common desire to provide academic and vocational 
opportunities both for students and for teachers,  
where each can learn with and from their peers.”

Here at Alleyn’s we constantly strive to share our activities and 
ideas with our SSLP colleagues, as well as making sure we take up 
those opportunities offered to us in turn. Each of our academic 
departments has a dedicated SSLP link with a responsibility to 
develop, host and/or participate in mutually beneficial educational 
activities in a spirit of true educational partnership with excellent 
teaching and learning at its core.

We regularly welcome pupils and staff from our SSLP partners to 
our Townley Road site to one-off events that include workshops 
and performances as well as talks by prominent external speakers. 

In addition, we put aside dedicated space for SSLP partners at all 
our annual keynote lectures including the Edward Alleyn Lecture, 
the RV Jones Science Lecture and the Alleyn’s Chaplaincy Lecture.  

Southwark Schools 
Learning Partnership
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We are committed to making an Alleyn’s education accessible to 
children whose circumstances mean that their parents or guardians 
may not be able to meet the School’s fees.

Already, 10% of the children who attend our Senior School receive 
means-tested help with school fees, and the average means-tested 
funding is for over 90% of the fees. For two-thirds of these pupils 
it means that their families pay no fees at all for them to attend 
Alleyn’s. 

We also provide extra financial assistance as required to make a 
real difference to children on full bursaries throughout their time at 
Alleyn’s, for example helping with expenses such as school meals, 
uniform, travel and trips. 

In the future, we want to be able to help even more children to 
benefit from an Alleyn’s education and to feel settled, happy and 
confident at their School. As such, we are actively fund-raising 
to expand our bursary provision and thereby double the number 
of pupils that we can support in this way. This is a long-term 
transformative goal which we are passionately committed to and  
of which the Founder would be proud. 

Educational ccess 
 Over 10% of the children at Alleyn’s Senior 
School receive help with school fees.
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We strive to provide for the present without compromising the 
future, and are committed to playing our part in helping to tackle 
complex challenges around topics such as air quality and traffic 
issues. We regularly engage with local residents, organisations and 
politicians in order to explore potential improvements that we can 
make. 

Our staff and pupils are passionate about green issues and work 
together to drive sustainability initiatives across the Junior and 
Senior Schools, such as eradicating the use of plastic bottles during 
educational trips and visits. Our pupil-led Eco Committee operates 
both inside and outside School, linking up with external partners 
such as Southwark Council and the London Wildlife Trust. Members 
have planted hedgerow habitats in Dulwich Park as well as in 
nearby Sydenham Hill Woods, and have introduced changes such 
as a weekly ‘flexitarian day’ in the School canteen and a ban on 
disposable cups in the café.

Protecting our 
Environment

It is heartening to see how committed pupils are to improving 
both their and the School’s sustainability.
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Traffic issues in the local area have long 
been a concern for the School and the 
wider community alike. As such we 
work collaboratively with a number of 
stakeholder groups to explore and work  
to resolve challenging matters.

We play an active role in the Dulwich 
& Herne Hill Safe Routes to School 
and Southwark Clean Air networks 
and contribute to the Healthy Streets 
consultation work, and we regularly  
meet with local councillors and  
residents’ groups. 

The vast majority of our Senior School 
children walk, cycle, scoot or take a train 
or bus to School, and over 50% of Junior 
School pupils actively or sustainably travel 
to School too. We frequently encourage 
parents to consider active means of 
travel, and remind those that use cars to 
drive and park responsibly and to switch 
off their engines to help protect local air 
quality.

Traffic and Travel
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The School runs an annual Sustainability 
Week that involves a plethora of activities 
designed to encourage actions – even 
small ones - that together make a  
wider difference.

There is a focus on topics such as 
recycling, air pollution, over-consumption 
and waste management, with engaging 
activities and powerful keynote talks given 
by pupils, staff and external experts alike. 

Our aim is for the week to help us spotlight 
environment issues and to help effect a 
lasting shift in our everyday thoughts and 
behaviours. We strongly encourage our 
parents to participate too.

Sustainability Week
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The money that we use to provide help  
with fees, including transformational bursaries  
and other means-tested financial assistance, 
comes from a range of funding streams.

Our Funding

W.J. Smith  
Trust

Cornflower  
Club Legacies

Alleyn  
Benevolent  

Fund

Donations
(alumni, friends,  
former staff and 

parents)

Donor  
Memorial  
Bursary  

Fund

Alleyn’s 
Junior School 
Association

Lammer  
Bursary  

Fund

Alleyn’s  
Parents’ 

Association
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The  
Dulwich  
Estate

The  
Worshipful 

Company of 
Saddlers
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Unlocking Education We are committed to making an Alleyn’s education 
accessible to children who would flourish here but 
whose families might not be able to meet the fees.

Over £1.6 million 
of means-tested 

assistance provided  
each year.

Currently over  
10% of pupils  

at Alleyn’s Senior 
School receive  
means-tested 

assistance  
with fees.

Over two-thirds 
of that help is via 
transformational 

bursaries  
i.e. fully-funded  

places at Alleyn’s.

Actively 
fundraising  

to expand bursary 
provision to  

20% of pupils.

More than a third 
of those receiving  

means-tested 
assistance also 

receive free school 
meals.
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You can learn more about Alleyn's and 
our community and partnership activities 
by visiting the dedicated section on our 
website: www.alleyns.org.uk/community

Please do get in touch with us if you have 
any questions that we have not covered 
within this publication. You can email 
partnership@alleyns.org.uk or call the  
School office on 020 8557 1500.

If you would like to learn more about some of the organisations that we mention in  
this booklet, please use the information in the table below as a guide. Please note that  
Alleyn’s School is not responsible for the content provided on third-party websites.

Further 
Information

Alleyn’s School Enterprises Limited 
www.alleyns.org.uk/enterprises

Dulwich Almshouses 
www.dulwichalmshousecharity.org.uk

The Dulwich Estate 
www.thedulwichestate.org.uk

Fun Fizz at Watergate School 
www.watergate.lewisham.sch.uk

Ganet’s Adventure School 
www.ganetsadventureschool.org

London Academy of Excellence 
www.laetottenham.org.uk

London Wildlife Trust 
www.wildlondon.org.uk

Our Healthy Streets  
www.southwark.gov.uk/transport-and-roads/
roadworks-and-highway-improvements/street-
improvements/our-healthy-streets-dulwich

Rhythm for Reading 
rhythmforreading.com

Safe Routes to School 
dulwichsaferoutes.blogspot.com

SCEC Saturday Maths 
scec-uk.org (Visit the ‘Schemes’ section)

Schools Together 
www.schoolstogether.org  
(type ‘Alleyn’s’ into the search facility on the  
home page)

Southwark Clear Air Network 
www.southwark.gov.uk/environment/air-quality 
(search ‘clearer air network schools’)

Southwark Schools Learning Partnership 
sslp.education

Sparrow School 
sparrowschools.org.uk

The Worshipful Company of Saddlers 
www.saddlersco.co.uk
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“ We are very proud of our pupils, who leave us 
with a strong sense of mutual respect, social 
responsibility, concern for the needs of others 
and confidence in their own ability to make  
a difference.”
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Alleyn’s School is a charitable company registered in England and Wales.

Registered charity number: 1161864 
Company number: 09401357

Registered office: Townley Road, Dulwich, London, SE22 8SU

Telephone: 020 8557 1500.


